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Once upon a time… 

• Spatial Data was harder to come by 

Out of Date 

Wrong Scale 

Not Available 

The right data 
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Nowadays…Choices! 

From… 

• Private 

• Crowd-sourced 

• Government 
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Data, Data Everywhere 

maintainable reliable 

• How do you decide? 

• Consider... 
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What makes it even more interesting… 

Local Government is: 

• Purchaser 

• User 

• Creator 
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More to consider 

• It may exist – but does it work? 

• Create data internally or are costs justified? 
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Can we do both? 

• Combine to get desired end result 

Local Data 
3rd Party 
Data 
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Tale 1: Lincoln Street Map 

? 
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Why create more work when… 
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OK, show me how… 

• Set up the map… 

• Road Names… 

• Labels????  

• Now what? 
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A reason for local data 

• Annotation layer 

• Already have one 

• Requires minor edits 



  © 2 0 1 2  A p p l i e d  G e o g r a p h i c s ,  I n c .  S l i d e  1 2  

Combined approach gets results 
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Tale 2: Old Lyme, CT Open Space 
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Open Space Data from the State 

•Free download, web service 
•Created In 2007 
•Not actively updated 
•Plans to update? 
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Data Integrity at close range… 
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Another reason for local data 

Old Lyme is now 
“mapping not 

completed”  (Aug 
2011 version) 



  © 2 0 1 2  A p p l i e d  G e o g r a p h i c s ,  I n c .  S l i d e  1 7  

Create local level layer 

• List of OS Parcels 

• Categorize 

• Link to Parcel layer 
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Make it repeatable 
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Share local data back to State 
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What’s your story? 
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