


 

Why do we care about water-
borne disease? 

 
 

 3.4 million people die each year from water-borne 
diseases (world-wide). 

 
 Between 1.8 million and 3.5 million Americans 

become sick every year from swimming in waters 
contaminated by sanitary sewer overflows. 

 
 Combined, Americans take approximately two billion 

trips to the beach each year 
 
 









What is Rhode Island doing to prevent 
illness from swimming in contaminated 

bathing waters? 
 

 Monitoring the water for fecal bacteria 
 Notifying the public  
 State Water Interactive Map Viewer  







What Does the SWIM Viewer Tell 
Us? 

 
* Amount of Fecal Contamination in the Water 

* Precipitation 
* Wind Speed and Direction 

* Which Beaches are Open and Which are Closed 
* Historical Data (1998-2013) 

* Daily Survey Data (birds, people, trash, weather etc.) 
 

 
 





















How it Changed How we do 
Business 

 
Data is now in-house 
Saved the state tens of thousands of 
dollars 
Data to the public is real-time 
Easy access for the public and media 



 
 
 

Thank You! 


