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Multiple Options for getting GIS data into CAD 
 
• From GIS - Export GIS features to CAD entities  

 
• From CAD - Import GIS Shapefiles using “Mapimport”  

 
• From CAD - Connect to GIS data using “Data Connect” 

 
• From CAD - Connect to GIS data using ArcGIS for CAD 

Plug-in 
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Export features from GIS to CAD 
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Export features from GIS to CAD – Resulting CAD file 
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Import GIS Shapefiles into CAD using Mapimport 
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Each features become a CAD object with data attached. 
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Use the Query function in CAD to isolate features by data 
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Connect to GIS data using Map 3D “Data Connect” 
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GIS data can be symbolized and analyzed 
 
 



Page | 11 

Connect to GIS data with ArcGIS for CAD Plug-in 
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Connect to Bing Maps using the Geolocation Tool in CAD 
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Multiple Options for getting CAD data into GIS 
 
• From CAD - Export 3D Objects to shapefiles 

 
• From CAD - Export AutoCAD points, lines, polygons and 

text to shapefiles 
 

• From ArcMap - Connect to DWG (ArcMap 10 or higher)  
and import AutoCAD points, lines, polygons and text 
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Export 3D Objects to shapefiles – It’s a multi-step process 
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Export to SDF 
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Import SDF into a new DWG as AutoCAD points 
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Export points to shapefiles 
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Add shapefile to ArcMap 
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Connect to DWG in ArcMap 10 or higher 
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Best Practices 
 
Get familiar with other software programs 
 
Ask “What do I need to do with this data?” 
 
Use the appropriate tool for the task at hand 
 
Spread the word 
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Thank You 
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