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United States Federal Government:  
Section 508 Requirements 
“Section 508” is actually an amendment to the Workforce Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

 Requires that electronic and information technology 
that is developed by or purchased by Federal Agencies 
be accessible by people with disabilities 
 

 Does not directly apply to private sector or public sites 
that are not U.S. Federal Agency sites or do not receive 
Federal Funding or grants 

Section 508 
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Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) are 

part of a series of web accessibility guidelines 

published by the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) of 

the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C), the main 

international standards organization for the Internet. 

WCAG 2.0 
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Where does your State or Local 
Government stand? 
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State IT and Accessibility Laws 

http://www.3playmedia.com/2015/ 
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Accessible New York 
New York City Mayor de Blasio signs legislation 

Bill 683-A 

 Adoption of a protocol for 
website accessibility 

 Based on Section 508 and 
WCAG 2.0 
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Serving Everyone 
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Full Color  

Perception 

Red-Green Color 

Blindness 

Blue-Yellow Color 

Blindness 

No Color  

Perception (rare) 

Simulated Examples of Color Blindness 
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How do we build web 
accessible mapping 

applications? 
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     Geocortex 
Accessibility Module 
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Keyboard Controls 

Accessibility Tools 
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Accessibility Tools 
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Screen Readers 

Accessibility Tools 
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JAWS (Windows) 

NVDA (Windows) 

Voice Over 
(Mac/iOS) 

Accessibility Tools 

ChromeVox 
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What can you do? 
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Semantic HTML: Give meaning to structure 
Tips to improve semantics: 
 

1. Don’t use <div> and <span> for everything 
2. Links to other web pages or URLs should be an 

anchor <a> tag 
3. Links that perform an action or command are 

best implemented with <button> tags 
4. Use standard HTML form elements  

(<select>, <input type=”submit”>, etc.) 
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What does it cost? 
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What does it cost? 
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Web Accessibility Litigation 
Year Plaintiff(s) Defendant(s) Citation Year Plaintiff(s) Defendant(s) Citation 

Year Plaintiff(s) Defendant(s) Citation 

Year Plaintiff(s) Defendant(s) Citation 
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Web Accessibility Makes it Better 

Better for… 

 Brand Reputation 
 Ability to meet the needs of an aging 

market 
 Search Engine Optimization (SEO) 
 Mobile devices and tablets 
 Reduces litigation risk 

Founder of World Wide Web 

-Tim Berners-Lee 
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Thank You! 
mfunaro@latitudegeo.com   

mailto:mfunaro@latitudegeo.com
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Accessibility Tools 

DEMO 
 

http://gedemo.geocortex.com/Html5Viewer/index.html?viewer=LACountyPlus
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